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MATID!D ON RAILROAD SYSTEM AND HICHWAY BRIIXES I ALBANIA
\

IComment and Summary: ‘The following repot dcscribes the Al-
vatilan raliread system, its rolling stock, !inee stations, tunnels,
4..0 bridges; and highway bridges, their size ama construction. Four
ket _hes are zppended.
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I. ALBANIAN RAILROAD 3YSTEM

inIn.2 The Durree-Elbasan trunk line was begun by

; anr before Worla War 11 and completed after the war. The Durres-
sana .ine was built after the var. In 1952, two new locoaotives were ot-
d from Czechoslovakia. The lines had no efficient locomotives before that

The Tirana station has only one shunting locomotive. There are 15 old
Twcomet: sec at the -oundhouse tn Durres, and three or four in Zlbasan. A
rounchc @2, railroad -epair shop, and roal depot are located at Durres 8t the
Juiction of the two trunk lines. 'The repair shop i¢ poorly equipped, and re-
peivs are limited to ordinary servi .os, such as repairing the tubes of loco-
rmotives and oiling. The nusber of rassenger cars it unknown. In 1952, 30 new
rlatcars, eacn mounted on two double bogles, were received from Poland.

Third-class

.2 uds two miin lines,

Late.

Third-cicss passenger fare is about one lek per kilometer.
tickets from T:rana to Durree (37 kilometerz) are 40 leks.
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A. Durres-Elbasan Lire

The Durres-Elbssan line is 96 kilometers long, And has a sing;.e tmck.=
It is of standard international gouge, 143.5 centimeters. It goes along the
north side of the Elbasan-Durres highway, but at & higher elevation. The
cteepest grade is at Peqin, the mid point. Rere the grade is 6 per 1,000 o
(0.6 percent]. The line hes the following points of interest {See Sketch 1): -

1. Main Station in Elbasan

AR ', The main station in Elbasan is located opposgite the faks Spir\x Lmabnr
‘v_“‘Cmeine. The source hss no information on its equipment.

2 R&ilx‘oad Bridge Over the Zsranike River

The rsilromd bridge over the Zarsnika River is 160 meters long, 18 ar
: concrete, has 10 spens, each 16 meters vide, &nd has two abutment piers. It is i
' wide enough Tor 8 singie track and has reised reinforced concrete footways on
< both pides, for serviecing. The average height of the bridge frow the hed of
the ztream. 45 9 meters. Filelds bordering the stream are from 5 to 6 metere R
abuve it. The current.under the bridge is very. at*ong '[‘he- bridge was bullt oo
PR ang 1GLE, . . ‘ . L

2. Railroad Gverpass

A railroad overpass goes over ine Elbasan-iirana Lighway. The over-
pass ls 07 meters long, with three Y-meter spanc rnd twe abutment piers. It
1s of concrete, is 6 meters high, and vide enough for a single track plus rein-
Torced feotweys on each side. An embankment, 2 kilometers long and rising to
a height of 6 meters, leads to the overpaes from the east, To the west the em-
bankment is only 200 meters long, and since the railroad runs halfwsy up along
adjicent hills, is about 2.5 meters above the level of the Elbasan-Durres high-

way,
Fap8r [ailroad Station

Tlie Papér station has one through track and five switch iracke, each
about 300 meters long. There is a small two~-story building for servicing the
station. There are nc indoor facilities for freight. This station is the
verminus of the tranch line to the Cerrik Oil Refinery. Metal "Erbert™ [H?)
girders received from UNRRA and reserved for the nearby highway bridge over the
Snkumb{ River are stored near the station.

5. Bridge Over the Papér River

The railrosd bridge over the Fap8r River is 210 meters long, with 20
igic]) spsns and two mbutment plers. It is of concrete, is wide enough for a
single track, and hes reinforced concrete foctweys on either side. Average
height from the stream bed is 8 meters, The banks of the stream are high and
precipitous, and the current is very strong.

6. Mount Shtylle Railroad Tunnels

The Mount Shtylle railroed tunnels (cee Sketch 2) and bridges were
built by the Italian Cidonio Coempany. This section of road hae the following
sections:

s. The first part is a railrcad tunnel through rock. The tunr.l is

70 metere long and 4.5 meters wide at the base. It is semivaulted, hms plai-
forms for inspection, and drainage canals,

-2 -
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b. The railroad dbridge over the Banze Stresm is 35 meters long with
eix gpans and tvo abuiment plers. It 48 of coucrete, is wide encugh for &
single track, and hee ralsed reinforved councrete toatweyn on either side.
Height above the otreum bed is 15 meters.

c. A second tunnel, 750 meters long and 4.5 meters wide at the base,
rung through rock, Ths tunnel is slightly curved apd semivaultad It has
. platforms for inspection, guttr-re, apd drainags mmL, : Ve

: - ds This tunrel Opzns omto & coucrete bridge 120 meters iong; m.'w
v -nine 13-meter epzns and two shutment piers. - The bridge hoids a xi;.sle trw.k I
“oi and hag raised reinforced concrete foo‘nrays on aither sidc. - e R

ST Ba.belac Railroad Tunnels ,, o
The Babelac riilroed tunnels and bridges (nee Seoten 3) vere built - B

by the Italisn Cidenio compeny. This ctretch of road Ms the tollmdns sec~ U
3 +ions ) y . R . Rz ¢ ; )

. a; The first cectise is & eemivwlﬁed tunnel, 75 materu 1ung anﬂ
4.5 meters.wide.at the base. It has a single track, platforms for inspec:
tione. and drainage canals. '

meter long spans and two abutment piers. It is of concrete apd has an aver-
age beight of 6-7 meters. It is wide enough for a single track and has
raised reinforced concrete footways on either =side.

Y. The second section is & bridge, 24 meters long, with three 8-

, c. Next 1s a railroad tumnel cut through rock. It is semivaulted,
224 pmeters long and 4.5 meters wide at the base. It has platforms, canals,
und ditches for drainage. This tunnel is 160 meters distant from the first.

d. The Babzlec railroad bridge is about 5 meters from the tranel.
It i1s 135 meters l.ng, and has nine l5-meter spans ard two abutment plers.
IV is of concrete and is 15 meters above the water. It ig wide 2nough for &
single track and has raised reinforced concrete footways cn either side.

8. Babelac Railroed Station

The so-called Babelac railroad station is located at Hasheku. It is
a junction station with one through track and two 800-meter switch tracks. It
has no equipment.,

9. Reailroad Bridge Over the lListic Stream (commonly called the Bones)

The Italians had built bases for 14 piers which wvere to hold 15 spens,
however, the Albanians used only eight piers to put up nine spans. The lengih
is 140 meters, with nine 15-meter span and two sbutment piers. The bridge 1s
concrete and has an average height of 15 meters. It is wide encugk for a
singie track and Lhas a raised reinforced footway or either side.

10. Pegin Station

The Peqin station hes one through track and four 250-300 meter switch
tracke. It conelsts of & two-story station and a treight shed.
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1. Rrogozhine Station

The Rrogozhine station has ope through track snd six or weven 500
meter switch tracks., The station has & two-story 50 by 15 meter building
2nd three freight sheds with tile roofs, sach shed about Lo metars lomg, It
1t equipped with two 5-ton VINC [winch? cranes mounted on Zis chassis,

12, Rregozhine Railrosa Tunpel

The Rrogozhine railrosd tunnel wms built by the Itelien Cidonic Pl
Compuny. It is about 300 meters veat of the station and is 530 meters long
a0d 4.5 meters wide at the base, It hes piatforms for inspection, drminsge .
canals, and ditches, : IO

137 Darc Railroad Bridge

The Darc reilroad bridge is 2% meters 1nng, ber three A-umeter spags ~ .- IR R
and tvo sbuiment piexs: It is of eoncrete s 18 Vide snough for a singla track, RN A
end has raised reinforced concrete footways on sitber gide. The bridge is from .o
8 to 9 meters above the water. Baaks are. steep at this point. '

k. ¥avels Ststion . ISR
. The Kevaje station was built under e supervision of Yugoslav
engineers, and 1s 88 vell-built as the Rrogozhine staticn. It has one
through trac: and six or seven 500-me¢ter switch tracks. The station {is
& tvo-story building about 50 by 15 meters. In addition, there are three
freight sheds with tile roofs » cach shed about 40 meters long. Twe of
these sheds are equipped with leading platforus.

15. Bsjn'e Durresit Station
Thie 15 only a servicing station with a aingle track,
16. Servicing Yard

A servicing yard with e roundhousc, repair shop, coal depot, and
freight scales service the entire Albenien raeil network, This yard is lo-
cated about 500 meters east of the intersection of the Durres-Tivana end
Durres-Shkamb 1 Kavajes highways. The yard has one through track and nine
4C0-meter switch tracks. The repair shop is not equipped for heavy repaire.

17. Durres Station
The Durres railrosd station is located near the port. It occupies
the building of the former SITA Steam Electyic Power Company. The station
ysrds have six or seven 600-700 meter svitch tracks. A spur line rune to
the docks.

B. Durres-Tirana Line

3 The Durres-Tirana line is 37 kilometers long. It is eingle-track and

= standard international gruge, 143.5 centineters. The route is shown on
Sketch 1. An old route planned by the Germans in 1920 is indicated by No 2k
on the sketch. The line has the following points of interest (See Sketeh 1):
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18. Rashbull Tugnel
The Rashbull tunnel is 180 meters long, 4.5 meters wide st the bese,
and hae a asingle track. It has inepscticn plstforma, drainsge csnale, and
ditches. The tamnel wes bwilt by the Albesians. Thirteen workers vere killed
by cave~ins Quring constiuction becsuse of the lack of modern equipment. The
tunnel was bullt under the supervision of construction enginser Giabri, now
at the Planning DirectoraZe in Tirens.
19. Railroed Bridge Qver the Erzen River
& railroed bridge was built over the Ergen River in 1992. It is
about 50 meters long, vith four spans, and two abutment piers. It is wide
encugh for & single track and hee reised reinforced concrete footways on
either side, It is 15 meters above the water.
20. Sukth Station '

The Suktth station has & small vooden shed, a through track, and a
5C0-meter switch track.

- 21. VYorre Station

The Vorre station has a wooden station building, a wooden warehouse,
one through track and two 300-meter switch tracks.

22, Kamze Servicing Station

The servicing station in Kamze has & small shed and a through track
but no switch tracks.

23. Tirana Station
The Tirana station (see Sketch 4) includes the following:
Main building of wood, about 40 by 10 meters
Wooden shed for cement storage
Water tank
Entrance gate
e, Passenger platform
f. Five or six 800-meter switch tracks
{24 01d Route]
25, C&ide Track

A side track runs from the Lurres-Ticana main line to the Stalin
Combine in Tirana.

Ju
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Miscellaneous

The Tirana station 4z the omly ope with psssenyer platforms. There are
no turntables on the Durres-Tirana line and locomotives musi return from Ti- .
rana to Durree in reverse.

Ue Hew Railroad Lines

In 1950, e, lau was drawn up for building & single-track stendar® gauge - 0
. line alomg the {ollowing route: Arogothine-lusha je-Fler-Vigre, A 200-mil. .-y
- meter geuge line alonz &n unknown route will be built between the Memmliaj ..
ccal mine and Viore inm 1955. . : Dol

Ti. -FICHWAY BRIDGES . -

™e Albonian rond network hes chapnged little since the departure o
Itelian military forc2s. In 1950 and 1951 the Rroghozhine-Viore highway’
. wes *he only rosd to be resurfaced with ssphalt. Other agphalt roads
built st that time are in poor repair and rcadbeds arve net level.

'"vat‘c‘v].lfﬁring ore 0 principal highway bridges: ... ,

The Ur's Zogut (Cog's bridge) crosses the lat River at dilot. Two
spans of the bridge wer: destroyed during ‘orld War II, but have been rebuilt
with petal "Trbert" (117 beams supplied by UMRRA, The roadway is 2.C wmeters
wide,

TLe Durres-Tirara highwey crosses the Erzen Iilver via & bridge buils
1y the Itallans. The bridge was not damaged during Yorld w.r II, It is Irom
<g 60 meiors long with three spans, Its height ebove tve water is unitnown.

ne bridge is cf metal girders on & concrete base.

e =cad from iier through Rrogozhine crosses the 3nkumb River via
o tridps 250 e ters long end 2.9 meters wide, The bridge wes destroyed dur-
in: world Ver II, but rebuilt im 1945, The bridge Is supported by pillars €
weters apart., The pillers consist of 100 nillimeter pipe from the oil field
©y Otalin Towr. Plledrivers were used tc sink them intc the riverbed. The

rosdued is o. netel fram: covered with j:lanking,

—:. Cerrik-Gramsh highway, crosses the Shiuab River at Hajdaran, &
burt ol olizsar, The bridge at this soint was destroyed during the war,
Tt rebuilt in 1955 and 1946, It is 77 meters long, hes two spans, and 1s
2 peters wide, It 1s 12 meters abova the water, Tt is 2 girder bridge
: veinforced ccucrete plers.

7]

O D ord
e

_vend from TogBr to the Cersik (il Definery crosses the Shiumb
Th. bridge at this point was ol “rcid a~@ wee Tuildt b the Cidonio
-+, but was destroyed during the ~ver. 4 nav trldge of metal girders
&t MOEA was set up in 158 place fa 10C ad 1947. The bridge is
aters long and 2.9 meters wide, and has twc spans. It ‘s 10 meters
s weior. Girders for repair of the buoldge ir case of darsge or de-
ar> gtored near the Tap¥r railroad stetioa.

~he Elbagan-Korce highway crosased * » Jllaurt Tiiver at Librezhd. The
tridge ot tiis polnt was destroyed during th: ~ar, but rebuilt <n 1Ghks5, It
t5 157 maters long and 2.9 meters wide and Ms rour si8ns end Swo abutment
sisrs. Feight above the vater is 3 to b metcrs. Tt was r-bullt with girders
su..1fed by UNPRA,

-6 -

5-E«C~}-E-T

i EPES TR SR

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/16 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600150224-6




'
'

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/16 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600150224-6 ]

50X1-HUM

O I8 o 15 S o

. The EXbasen-Inrres highway crosses the Babelac River vis a bridge
10 meters long, including two spans and two sbtutiment plers and sbout 3.5
meters wids, It is made of girders on concrete piers,

The Fier-Lushuje rosd crogses the Semen River vie & baiSge 180-130
meters long and 2.9 meters wide, The bridge has four pans snd dwe adutmert
pierf, end 15 5 meters above the water. It is made of girders supplied Ly

. The Fler-Roskoves roag croages the Gjanice River; within ‘ﬂw city
ol Fiar by means of an 18.-mater long bridge which has two spans and twe abut-
zent plers and Is 5.5 wmetere vide. The tridge is & meters above the water,
1% is of girders on concrete plers.

UBRRA girders axe kept in the open nesr sil main Albanisn bridgss for
uge in emergency. The girders are not painted perisdically to prevsnt rust-
ing. Importent highwey snd r#ilrosd bridges are guerded by the police.

[Appended sketches follow: ]
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Szstch 1. Dwrres-Pirans and Durres-¥lbassn Reilroads A

[Adjoins page 9 here]

{Adjoins page 10 here]
-8 -

foBCllaB-P

50X1-HUM

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/16 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600150224-6



f§anitized Copy Approved for Release 201 1/06/6 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600150224-6 mi

50X1-HUM

(Bketeh 1. Continued]

50X1-HUM

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/16 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600150224-6




(I . .
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/16 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600150224-6 _‘

! o mgw

g-E-C-B-E-T

50X1-HUM

[8keteh 1. Contimued]

(Adjoins pege 1o herel
[Adjoine page 12 here]

{Adjoins page S here]
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8keteh 1. Duwrres-Tirans and Durres-Elbassn Railroeds

Eey to Sketch 1.
1. Main station at Elbasan

Reilroed Bridge Over the Zaraniks River ’

Railroed Overpass '

Paplr Railroad Station

Bridge Over the Papdr River

Moust Shtylle Bailroed Tunnels

Pabslac Railroad Tunnels

Babelac Railrosd Station ’ .
" Reiiroad Bridge Over the Listic Stream

Peqin Station

Rrogozhine Station

Rrogoghine Railrcad Tunnel

Darc Railroad Bridge

Kavaje Station

Bajn'e Durresit Station

Servicing Yard

Durres Station

Rashbull Tunnel

Railroad Bridze Over the Exrzen River

Sulkth Station

Vorre Station

Kemze Servicing Station

Tirana Station

0Old Route

Side Truck
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Railroed Bridge Over the Ranze
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exeatch 2. Nount Shtyiie Fuuneis end Bridges
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e Passenger Platform

trance Gate

Tireana Railroad Station
-EBEED -
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